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A Message from Dr. Hardegree...
Dear WJES Families,
We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving, and we look
forward to a festive month of fun and learning as we head into
December! We are proud of our students and how they are
working together to go after challenging goals and make a
difference in our Panther Community!
Ask your child about their year-long PBL (project based learning),
and how they are solving real-world problems!
We are all here to make sure your child loves learning and
experiences success in working towards meaningful goals. If
there is anything we can do to help, please feel free to contact me
by phone or email ahardegree@jcss.us or (706)654-2044.
Thank you for your involvement and support of your student’s
success and WJES!
Go Panthers!
Dr. Amity Hardegree

PBIS
At WJES, we are a PBIS School (Positive Behavior
Interventions and Supports), which means we have a common
set of behavior expectations across our school, and we work
together to teach, recognize and support positive behavior. Our
behavior system focuses on recognizing students who
demonstrate our Respectful, Responsible and Safe behavioral
expectations. Our school-wide program works in conjunction
with classroom behavior management systems and goals.
We are implementing DOJO this year as the school-wide
platform to give “Panther Points” throughout the day. Our
students can earn rewards throughout the day by meeting our
behavior expectations. These rewards are in the form of
electronic points and paper tickets. Students can redeem these
points for privileges, tangible items, and access to events and
experiences. Our expectation is that by rewarding positive
behavior, we will see an overall behavior improve throughout
the school and the number of referrals we have will decrease.

STEAM
Our year long projects are fully
underway in all grade levels! Our
students continually seek mentors in
different science and engineering
careers, as well as artists and
hobbyists, who can add their
passionate insight as our students
solve problems and improve areas
around our school. Please contact
Mr. Leach jleach@jcss.us or Ms.
Venable kvenable@jcss.us if you
would like to mentor and/or work
with a grade level. In particular, we
are seeking experts in the field of
landscape design and maintenance,
environmental conservation and
preservation, computer coding
and/or robotics, and any and all
artists! Thank you for inspiring our
students!
We are excited to host a MLK Day of
Service Project on Monday, January
17th. Please save this date as it is
always a rewarding experience for
everyone involved (the specific times
are TBD).

Dojo - Welcome to Dojo - Parent Letter (English & Spanish) &
Back to School - Dojo Presentation
Wow Event 50 Dojo points - Upcoming events in February & May
We announced the “Student of the Month” per homeroom. The
student with the most points will receive a WJES certificate and a
gift card to a delicious treat.

7 Mindsets
For the month of December Jackson County will be
focusing on the 4th of the 7 Mindsets, 100% Accountable.
100% Accountable teaches us the importance of being
responsible for our own happiness and success. Being
100% Accountable means deciding our lives are what we
choose in the present moment and each moment moving
forward rather than focusing on the past or future.
100% Accountable Parent Newsletter (Parent
Newsletter English)
100% Responsable Boletín De Padres (Parent
Newsletter Spanish)
If you are interested in learning more about the 7
Mindsets, feel free to watch this video:

Parent University
Here at WJES, we want to help support our students and
their families in the best ways we can. In order to do that,
we have launched "Parent Universities" which will be short,
pre-recorded videos published throughout the year with
relevant topics to help inform, educate, and guide families
on how to best assist their student(s) as well as provide
families a chance to learn more about WJES. We would
love your feedback on what topics you would like to see
discussed in these videos. (Examples include: social and
emotional learning/mental health strategies, academics,
PBIS/7 Mindsets, our STEAM journey, school vision,
distance learning, etc).
If you would like to learn more about specific topics on
how you can help your child, feel free to complete the
parent survey. We will create video recordings based on
your questions, needs, and feedback and include them on
our launch pad. Please note, we welcome all your
feedback and potential topics. We are excited to partner
with our families in this new way to learn and grow
together.

Infinite Campus Parent Portal
The Jackson County School System uses Infinite Campus
as its student information management system. The best
way for parents to be connected and receive information
from the district and school is to create an Infinite
Campus Parent Portal account. Click on this link to access
the Parent Resource Guide for Infinite Campus. If you
have any issues creating or accessing your account,
please contact our Media Specialist Aimee Vickers at
avickers@jcss.us.

Upcoming Events:
Feel free to join in holiday dress-up
fun!
Dec. 7- Wear your tacky holiday
sweater and all your holiday
accessories!
Dec. 13- Wear Red for Kindness and
feel free to bring in small items or
handmade cards to donate to a local
nursing home
Dec. 14- Wear Green
Dec. 15- Dress in holiday cheer/ spirit
wear
Dec. 16- Pajama day and last day
before winter break (please wear
regular shoes and coats for outdoor
play).
Jan. 3- Teacher workday and athome learning day for students
(Teachers will send learning
opportunities home before break for
students to complete on their own.
No required virtual sessions).
Jan. 4- Welcome back to WJES in
2022!

Covid:
We appreciate our open lines of
communications with our
families. Please help us by
notifying us if your child will be
absent due to quarantine due to
close contact outside of school,
or because they have tested
positive for COVID -19. Please
keep your child at home if they
exhibit any symptoms of COVID
19. Thank you!

Breakfast and Lunch
Menus:
Click the links to access the
breakfast and lunch menus. As a
reminder, breakfasts and lunches
are provided at no cost to all
students, as long as they select
at least three qualifying items.

